
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
NEWS FLASH 

Autumn Term         Edition 7 

 
WONDERFUL WE ARE FAMILY WEEK 

From the 28th October to 
the 1st November, all pupils 
at Hardy Mill took part in We 
are Family Theme Week, 
which celebrated the 
differences in families in our 
community. 
The week started off with an 
assembly led by school 
council (see Finlay and Dan’s 
article for more details) 
where they explained about 
every family being different 
and diverse.  All classes at 
Hardy Mill participated by 
taking part in many activities 
such as: sharing photos from 
home of their family; 
creating  

THE HARDY MILL 

To draw the week to a close, a 
showcase was held for parents, the 
hall was transformed into a gallery of 
pupils’ work. Pupils were able to 
discuss their work with parents and 
family members, while enjoying a 
drink and a biscuit. 
Over the week everyone’s 
understanding of family expanded, so 
now everyone at Hardy Mill is a family 
expert, understanding that each one 
is different and special. Many items of 
work that were created are now being 
displayed around Hardy Mill as a 
permanent fixture. 
Pupils would like to thank Miss Burns 
for organising such an educational 
and enjoyable week. 
By Eve      

portraits of loved ones and writing 
all about people they care about!   

On Monday 2nd 
December, the whole 
school gathered in the hall 
at 14:30pm to decorate 
the school Christmas tree. 
Reverend Ian Smart came 
to help us with the songs. 
Pupils of Hardy Mill sang 
spectacular songs which 
their teachers taught 
them. Some songs were 
‘That’s Christmas To Me’, 
‘Funky Camels’ and ‘Jingle 
Bell Rock’. The singing was 
stunning!   

Christmas decorations were made by each class 
by gluing different materials together and 
painting lolly sticks into different colours. The 
decorations made the tree look amazing.  Mrs 
Briggs commented that, “it’s (the tree is) the 
best-decorated tree I’ve has ever seen!”. The 
oldest and youngest in the school (Jessica Jones 
being the oldest and Hamza being the youngest) 
switched on the Christmas lights on the tree. The 
decorations made by children will be given out at 
the end of the autumn term to them.  We agree 
with Mrs Briggs that it’s the best-decorated and 
well-decorated tree the school has.  
By Kacper 
 

A TREE-MENDOUS TREE DRESSING CEREMONY! 
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TAG RUGBY 
TEAM 
REPRESENT 
HARDY MILL 

On the 6th November 2019, a 
selection of Year 5 and 6 pupils took 
part in a tag rugby competition at the 
Lions Rugby Club in Westhoughton, 
representing Hardy Mill.  
Before the competition, coaches Oz 
and Mitch led lessons for upper key 
stage two children during autumn 
term. Children learned how to play 
tag rugby, pupils worked on their 
running, accuracy, aim and dodging 
skills.  Class teachers and the coaches 
observed training sessions to find the 
players to represent our school in the 
up and coming competition.  

On Friday 6th December, the 
annual Hardy Mill Christmas 
Fair took place. The PTA 
arranged and organised a 
festive gathering that didn’t 
disappoint.  
Before the fair, children were 
invited to attend school in their 
own clothes, with a donation of 
a toy, some chocolate or a 
bottle ready for the Christmas 
fair. 
The event was filled with 
games, such as the snowman 
nose game, the chocolate 
tombola and the bottle 
tombola and even splat the rat. 
Children also had the chance to 
meet Santa in his grotto, with 
many tickets being sold.  

A FUN, FESTIVE FAIR AT HARDY 
MILL 

 

 

There were also activities like making 
reindeer dust, marshmallow snow 
men and more. 
Peckish visitors could make their way 
down to the Hardy Mil café, where 
pasties, crisps, hot chocolate and 
drinks were served.  
All profits from this event go to the 
Hardy Mill PTA, who fund lots of 
school activities and resources, such 
as the smart table and the reading 
summer house. 
A huge thanks to the PTA for their 
hard work, to volunteers and staff 
who worked on stalls, to the pupils 
who gave donations and the visitors 
who made the event feel festive and 
magical. 
By Maisie 

 

 

On the 19th and 26th September, 
key stage two Hardy Mill children 
took part in a cross country race. 
Pupils were split into two separate 
races - the girls and the boys - at 
the Moss Bank Park competition.  
Year 4, 5 and 6 pupils participated 
in the run, where they performed 
incredibly well. The boys who 
were in the top 10 were: Jacob 
Lerigo and Lucas Cunliffe. For the 
girls representing Hardy Milll, 
Scarlett placed 4th on her first 
race and 2nd on her second race. 
They all did a superb job at 
representing our school, showing 
good sportsmanship.  
News Flash journalists interviewed 
Mr Gardner, enquiring why he 
feels sport is important. He 
commented, “I do sport with 
children because my teachers gave 
up their time for me so I do the 
same.” The runners and journalists 
at the Hardy Mill News Flash 
would like to give a big thanks to 
Mr. Gardner for organising this 
event. 
By Summer 

RUNNERS ROCK 
MOSS BANK 
PARK RACE 

When the day of the match arrived, 
Mr Gardner took the pupils to the tag 
rugby competition. They played three 
matches altogether and won the first 
two. Unfortunately, when it came to 
qualifying for the semi-finals the team 
were unsuccessful, but still did really 
well even though they didn’t win 
them all.  
News Flash writers would like to 
congratulate the rugby team on their 
performance and thank Mr Gardner 
for arranging the competition. 
By Olivia 
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Annually Hardy Mill takes part in 
the poppy appeal. From the 30th of 
October, school council representatives 
have sold poppies to children to raise 
money for the Royal British Legion. This 
charity provides food and other 
essentials to people who have served in 
the armed forces. 

Money was raised until the 11th 
November. This is the time when pupils 
at Hardy Mill, and people across the 
country, complete two minutes silence, 
to remember and respect those people 
who have served in the armed forces. 

While some children bought 
poppies, others bought stickers. These 
items required a voluntary contribution, 
this means people can choose how 
much to pay. 

OUR PRACTICALLY PERFECT POPPY APPEAL 

 
 

Key Stage One children were able to purchase poppies 
during wet break times, while Key Stage Two children could buy 
them on the playground at play time.  

By Honey and Molly 
 

Students performed their own version of the narrative The Great Kapok Tree.  In the story, all 
the animals taught the man not to destroy the amazing tree of the rainforest.  Lofthouse class teacher, 
Mr. Gardner, stated, “My favourite part was the three R’s. The main message was to raise awareness of 
the rainforests being destroyed.” 

To end, six brave soloists (Ruby, Emily, Emilie, Hannah, Grace, Holly and  Dan) performed a song. 
They sang One World Together, which was a slow song about habitats being destroyed.  

Newspaper club would like to thank Mr. Gardner and Mrs. Howarth for organizing a fantastic, 
informative assembly.  A special thanks to Lofthouse class for putting on an amazing performance. 

By Holly. H 
 

Following this, Lofthouse pupils performed a catchy rock and roll song called 
The three Rs. It was about reducing, reusing and recycling plastics, paper and 
other regularly used items. This song explained to the audience how they can 
avoid polluting oceans across the world. 

On Friday the 
18th of October, 
Lofthouse class put on 
an amazing assembly 
about the importance of 
caring for our 
environment, oceans 
and rainforests. 

Opening the 
assembly, the audience 
viewed a shocking video 
of plastic on a beach in 
India.  Pupils were 
astonished to witness all 
the pollution washed up 
from the ocean.   

LOFTHOUSE CLASS – SAVING THE OCEANS ONE 
ASSEMBLY AT A TIME 
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On Wednesday 30th October, 
Hardy Mill held its annual 
Halloween disco for pupils of 
all ages, which was thrown by 
the PTA, in our very own 
school hall. 
The disco was split into 3 
different parties - early years, 
key stage one and key stage 
two. Each disco was filled with 
Halloween fancy dress, 
dancing, music and games, 
such as musical statues and 
corners. Not only that, but 
there was a competition to 
find the best dressed pupil 
and the best dancer. Myia 
from Leverhulme was 
awarded the best dressed in 
key stage two award, while 
Harry in Kenny class was 
judged to be the best dancer. 

Pupils were asked to pay £2.50 to raise 
money for Hardy Mill’s PTA. The PTA use 
the money they raise to buy equipment, 
special items like the summer house and 
other wonderful things. 
Hardy Mill journalists spoke to Mrs Hayes 
(head of the PTA) to find out more about 
the Halloween disco 
 

HARDY MILL’S HAUNTED HALLOWEEN DISCO 

Key stage one astonished pupils with their impeccable production called Lights, Camel, Action on 
Monday 9th December 2019. Pupils from Kay, Kenny and Lancaster classes all participated to put on a 
superb show. 
In this Christmas nativity, Mary and Joseph gave us a beautiful, brilliant duet of a stunning song called 
‘How Life Has Changed’.  They got a score of 30/30 from the Innkeepers wife, the groovy Donkey and 
the strict, stern Caesar.  

Soon after, there was a really catchy 
song called the Camel Funk. Also, in 
that performance there was 
outstanding dancing to get you in the 
funky, festive Christmas mood. Pupils 
felt that everything was perfect, no one 
could ask for better. 
An enormous thank-you to Miss 
Billington, Miss Wilcock, Miss Brown, 
Miss Holding and all the other Key 
Stage One staff who made the 
production happen. Thank-you to Mr 
Burton for putting up the stage, ready 
for the performance. Without the stars 
of key stage one, the production would 
not have been possible, well done! 
By Honey, Molly, Jessica and Summer 

LIGHTS, CAMEL, ACTION WITH KEY STAGE ONE 

. Mrs Hayes commented, 
“My favourite part was 
watching the children enjoy 
themselves and seeing how 
much effort they put into 
their costumes. It was good 
to try to guess who was 
wearing which fancy dress 
outfit! My favourite job is to 
judge the costumes.” 
Pupils at The Hardy Mill 
News Flash would like to 
thank the PTA for arranging 
and running the disco and 
say thank you to all the 
children who attended, paid 
their money and wore some 
amazing costumes! 
By Maisie and Jessica 
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On Thursday 20th 
September, students 
from Heathcote Class 
performed a great 
assembly in the school 
hall about the European 
Day of Languages.   
  
Heathcote Airlines took 
us on a tour around 
Europe and told us about 
some countries and their 
languages. The children 
dressed up in the sort of 
clothes the people in 
different countries wear, 
for example, to represent 
France they wore stripy 
shirts.     
Later, after the tour, 
Heathcote sung a 
spectacular song called 
Buenos Dias. The children 
sang it completely in 
Spanish and showed us 
some actions to join in 
with, which included 
brushing our teeth and 
getting dressed for bed.   

After that, the children showed us a movie of pupils from Hardy Mill who speak 
another language at home, showing off their language skills.   
Our talented pupils spoke in Polish, Dutch, Punjabi and Russian! The teachers had 
also made a film explaining why they thought it is a good idea to speak a foreign 
language. Miss Billington and Miss Holding explained that speaking Spanish lets 
them make new friends when they are on holiday. 
To end the assembly, ipads were given out to several teachers, who competed 
against each other in a Kahoot quiz to test how much they had learned about 
European languages. 
Everybody enjoyed watching Heathcote’s assembly and learned a lot! We would 
like to say a big thank you to Miss Magee and Heathcote for taking us on a fantastic 
European tour. Miss Magee told us that her favourite part of her class assembly was 
when all her children sang Buenos Dias completely in Spanish. She added: Well 
done to all the students! 
By Kacper 
 

HEATHCOTE’S HUMOROUS CLASS 
ASSEMBLY 

Hardy Mill pupils took a trip to the Albert Hall on the 3rd of December 2019. The children were excited as they 
climbed onto the coach waiting for the big moment to happen. The pupils from Year One to Year Six were invited 
and all watched Aladdin. Some children haven’t even seen the film or read the story before, not knowing what to 
expect. 
Pupils thought the entertainment was fabulous. Lila Wallwork, aged 10, commented, “I liked the dances because 
they were professional and entertaining,” while Jonah noted, “I liked (the character) Wishy Washy because he 
was really hilarious and had a kind personality.” 

WE WENT TO THE PANTOMIME – OH YES WE DID! 

Even Hardy Mill teachers enjoyed the production, with Miss 
Perry commenting that she enjoyed “The songs and how 
interactive the show was for all ages,”. The audience booed at 
the villain Abanazer, cheered for heroes Wishy Washy, 
Aladdin, Princess Jasmine and Widow Twanky and danced 
along to the music. Part way through, some of the adults 
were called up to help. Martin, a parent helper, and Miss 
Wilcock, a Hardy Mill staff member also participated.  
Hardy Mill journalists would like to thank Miss Perry for 
organising the trip, Mrs Wood for booking the transport and 
tickets, all the helpers who supervised and the cast off 
Aladdin for putting on a brilliant show! 
By Honey Ince and Maisie Martin. 
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On Friday 27th 
September, Hardy 
Mill`s Year 6 took 
a once in a 
lifetime trip to 
Rocking 
Robinwood – 
which is in 
Todmorden – on a 
residential trip. 
They stayed over 
for 3 days and 2 
nights. While at 
Dobroyd Castle, 
Year 6 took part in 
various activities 
ranging from zip 
lines to canoes. 
They went to 
Robin wood to 
work on skills like 
coordination, 
cooperation and 
communication. 
Read on to find 
out more.  

To get there, the children 
arrived in a coach and took a 
trek up a hill to reach the 
castle, as they arrived they 
were sorted into groups Lake, 
Rapids, Waterfall and Spring. 
Each group had a different 
leader Daz (known as Dazzy 
Boy) Edd, Laura and Paul . 
These leaders instructed 
pupils on activities, ensured 
they were safe and 
encouraged each and every 
child.  

At Robin Wood, pupils say that the food was 
supreme, according  to Lexi, “The food was very 
nice and the portions were quite big just enough for 
me.” 
The activities were experienced by all, with many 
overcoming fears at the trapeze, dancing down the 
zip line and mastering the knights’ quest. Mrs 
Briggs, Mrs Graham and Miss Perry accompanied 
the children and took part in activities too. 
A huge thanks to Robin Wood staff, office staff for 
organising the visit, teachers for giving up their 
weekend to join pupils and to each and every Hardy 
Mill pupil who represented our school. 
By Eve 
 

THE ROCKIN’ ROBIN WOOD RESIDENTIAL 

On Monday 28th 
October, School 
Council performed 
an amazing 
assembly. They 
introduced We Are 
Family week, which 
celebrated different 
types of families. To 
show how diverse 
families can be, they 
told a story, called 
Part of The Party. 
The story followed a 
character, who was 
invited to a mummy 
and daughter dance, 
but this character 
had two dads. She 
felt upset that she 
wouldn’t be able to 
attend!  

Her friends also had a similar 
problem, with some having lots of 
family and being unable to choose 
which member to take with them. 
After hearing about all the 
commotion, the mayor changed the 
letter. Then everyone could go!  
Following this, Miss Burns played a 
video of most of the teachers talking 
about their families. This showed how 
teachers have different families too. 
Pupils felt confident to begin learning 
about families, knowing they’re all 
different and special. 
Hardy Mill journalists would like to 
thank all of School Council for giving 
up their time to practise and deliver 
an amazing assembly. News Flash 
writers would also like to thank Miss 
Burns and Miss Chadwick for 
organising pupils and the assembly. 
By Finlay and Dan 
 

A FAMILY ASSEMBLY 
FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL 

On Tuesday 10th 
December, there 
was a fabulous Early 
Years nativity, 
performed by 
Crompton and 
Dibnah classes. 
Born in a Barn was 
the story of Jesus 
being born, as told 
by the early bird, 
the owl and other 
barn creatures. The 
production included 
catchy music, such 
as Don’t Worry 
Mary, careful 
dances and clear 
voices from the 
cast.  

Mrs Hamblet, Miss 
Burns, Mrs 
Greenhalgh, Miss 
Hollis, Miss Chadwick 
and Mrs Heaton have 
tirelessly rehearsed to 
make sure the 
production was 
perfect.  
Journalists would like 
to thank all the cast 
and crew for 
entertaining our 
school and 
encouraging pupils to 
think about what 
Christmas means to 
them. 
By Molly 
 

EARLY YEARS NATIVITY 
EXTRAVAGANZA 
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Can you solve Molly’s Maths challenges?  Begin with the first number, which is underlined, then 
calculate using the methods and numbers which follow. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS-THEMED WORDSEARH 
Dan and Finlay 
have created a 
festive wordsearch 
for you to 
complete....can you 
find all the hidden 
words 
 
MARY 
         
CARDS   
  
JOSEPH 
 
BAUBLES  
   
JESUS 
     
PRESENT 
 
SNOW 
        
TREES 
    
CHRISTMAS 

MOLLY’S MATHS MINDBOGGLING CHALLENGE 

 
Mild     37   x 2    + 4    -7    x 3 =  
 
 
 
Warm     82   x6   +24   ÷2   -4  = 
 
 
 
Spicy      347    x12    +9    -32    x4    +108    -92 = 
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 HOLLY AND OLIVIA’S 
CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD 

Enjoy Alex’s joke corner 
Knock knock  
Who’s there? 
Broken pencil 
Broken pencil who? 
Oh sorry it’s pointless 
 
Knock knock  
Who’s there? 
Cows go 
Cows go who? 
No they don’t they go 
moo. 
 
What did one eye say to 
the other? 
Something smells 
between you and me 
 
What do you call a swarm 
of monster bees? 
Zom-bees 
 
What do you get when 
you put three ducks in a 
box? 
A box of quackers 
 
What’s the best Christmas 
present in the world? 
A broken drum-  you can’t 
beat it 
 
Who do bottles of fizzy 
orange send their 
Christmas lists to?  
Fanta Claus 
 
My Uncle’s Christmas 
party trick is to crush a 
can of Pepsi with his bare 
hands. It’s soda pressing. 
 
Which Christmas 
vegetable is always down 
at the gym? 
The muscle sprout 

ALEX’S 
ASTONISHING 
JOKE COLUMN 

EDITORS NOTE 
Mrs Southworth would like to say a huge thank-you to all of her budding 

journalists, who have attended newspaper club each Wednesday lunchtime. 
Without each pupil and their creative ideas, the Hardy Mill News Flash would 

simply not be possible. 
To say that staff are proud of the News Flash would be an understatement, 

you impress readers more and more with each edition. 
By Mrs Southworth 

 


