
  
  

 
 

HARDY MILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

JANUARY 2021 

 

WELCOME BACK 

I think it is fair to say that 2021 has not started in the way 

that any of us hoped it would. On behalf of all the staff, I 

would like to thank you for your patience and support as 

we have been adapting school provision to meet the 

current government guidance. The staff and I were really 

looking forward to the whole school coming back after 

Christmas and cannot wait until it is safe enough to 

welcome everyone back.  

 

LOCAL UPDATE FROM PUBLIC HEALTH ENGLAND – 13th January  

The Director of Bolton Public Health, Helen Lowey, has said that current case numbers and hospital 
admissions give a very fragile perspective of our community at this time. Cases in Bolton have risen 
from 170 per 100,000 on 4th January to 369 per 100,000 on 13th January and data suggests that the 
number of cases is continuing to rise steeply. Bolton General Hospital has also seen an increase in 
the number of COVID patients being admitted and have 108 patients requiring hospital care. The 
new variant is spreading in Bolton and does transmit more easily. Public Health advice to keep safe 
remains the same:  

Hands – Wash hands 

Face –   Cover face 

Space – Make space 

Ventilate – Open windows 

 

RESTRICTED ATTENDANCE FOR CRITICAL WORKER AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN 

We have 122 children attending school which is 36% of the children who normally attend school. 

Given the information shared by public health this week and the government advice that we should 

reduce contact with others as much as possible, I would remind parents to only send your children 

to school on days that you cannot care for them at home.  School is safe but home is safer. Children 

in school will be following the same curriculum as those children working from home.  



  
  

EMERGENCY SNOW CLOSURE PROCEDURE 

There is the possibility of heavy snow over the coming weeks 

so I am taking this opportunity to remind everyone of the 

procedure for any such events.  

Whilst we always try to avoid closing school, in the event of 

particularly heavy snowfall this may be unavoidable. On such 

occasions, you will be sent a text message via ParentApp. 

We will also inform Bolton Council, and school closure 

information will be available on their website. Bolton’s 

website address is:  https://www.bolton.gov.uk/school-

information/school-closures 

Please do not try to phone school – a decision to close school will be made by 7.45am and all 

parents/carers currently attending will be informed via ParentApp.  In the event of a school closure 

due to snow, home learning will still be available on Tapestry/Showbie as it is currently.  

REMOTE LEARNING  

We know that you have yet again been challenged with supporting your child/ren’s learning at home 

and we wanted to tell you that you are doing an amazing job! From next week, we will be 

introducing Teams meetings on a Friday for all our children to celebrate the work that they have 

done either at home or in school. Children at home are following the same curriculum as those 

children in school. There is a member of staff who is available all day on Showbie for each class so 

please send them a message if you need any help or assistance. We are also at the end of a 

telephone or email if you need any advice or help, so please do get in contact if you need any 

assistance. Our remote learning offer is available on the website. We will be sending out a parental 

questionnaire on the 25th January to gather your views to assist us in developing and improving our 

provision for children working from home.  

THANK YOU 

I would like to take this opportunity to echo the sentiments of many parents who have emailed me or spoken 

to me to thank the staff for all their hard work and assistance at this most challenging of times. I am extremely 

proud of the team here at Hardy Mill. They are working exceptionally hard to ensure that both our children in 

school and at home continue to learn and continue to feel part of school. They have remained professional, 

determined and compassionate despite a barrage of ever changing guidance from the DfE, less than positive 

images of the teaching profession in the media and the knowledge that home is the safest place to be at the 

moment.  

I would also like to thank you, our parents, once again for your patience, understanding and support and ask 

that you be kind to yourself at this time and those around you. Recently, I heard someone say that we are all in 

the same boat, however I do not think this is entirely true.  We are all in the same storm, but our boats may be 

very different… critical worker parents, parents supporting home learning whilst also working from home and 

the staff team at Hardy Mill. Same storm, different boats.  You are all doing a fantastic job and together we can 

get through this storm and I look forward to us all being back in school together as soon as it is safe to do so.  
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